
The second initiative is the 
re-consecration of England 
as the Dowry of Mary. In 
1381, King Richard II first 
dedicated England as the 
Dowry of Mary. It was 
again recognised by Pope 
Leo XIII in 1893. One 
mark of this year is that the 
Archbishop has asked that 
we pray the Angelus before 
each Mass over the coming 
year. We will begin this 
next week. You will be 
hearing more about these 
two initiatives throughout 
the coming year.  

Please remember me in 
your prayers, as I go to 
Seville today to begin the 
Camino in aid of Teenage 
Cancer Trust. Please spon-
sor me if you haven’t al-
ready, either online or 
using the form in each 
church. Also you can fol-
low my progress at: 
frjulianscamino.blogspot.com 

Today’s feast day of Christ 
the King reminds us that all 
of the things we celebrate 
through the  whole 
Church’s year— from his 
Incarnation and Birth, 
through his life, death, 
Resurrection and Ascen-
sion—are the demonstra-
tion of the power of God’s 
love, made manifest in 
Jesus. The summary is: 
God rules! 

The life of every Christian 
is to allow Christ to be our 
King. That means allowing 
him to have the authority 
in our lives. We hear this 
message throughout the 
Word of God in the Bible. 
We see the greatest exam-
ple of it in the life of Our 
Blessed Lady. This feast 
day is a prelude to the two  
things which we are going 
to be celebrating, in the 
Catholic Church in Eng-
land, over the next year. 

Firstly, the Bishops have 
decided that this coming 
year will be a year of the 
Word of God. This is an 
initiative which is called 
“The God who Speaks”. 
We will begin next Sunday 
with Vespers & Benedic-
tion at English Martyrs’. 
The idea is to get Catholics 
reading and praying the 
Bible, and understanding it 
more.  

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
Bl Gaetana Sterni 

1827-1889 
Bl Gaeatana is an Italian 
blessed who experienced 
great trials through family 
life. Her elder sister died, 
and her father suffered 
dementia followed by 
premature death while 
Gaetana was still a child. 
She married at the age of 
15 to a widower with three 
children. She became preg-

nant, but her husband died 
suddenly before the child 
was born, who died a week 
after birth. Her step-
children went to their 
grandparents. She entered 
a convent, but the death of 
her mother meant she had 
to leave to look after her 
siblings. For thirty years 
she helped run a shelter for 
beggars, and eventually 
professed as a nun 
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MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sun 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sun 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Sat 6pm 
Packmoor Sun 6pm 

Saturday 23rd   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Int Barry Lyth & November List 

Sunday 24th          
CHRIST THE KING  

 

9.00am    Holy Mass Margaret Coupe 

 11.00am   Holy Mass Terry Chappell 

   6.30pm Holy Mass November List 

Monday 25th               
Feria 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass November List 

Tuesday 26th                  
Feria 

9.15am    Holy Mass November List 

  9.30am  Morning Prayer  

   2.15pm Holy Rosary  

8.00pm    Prayer Group  

Wednesday 27th          
Feria  

 6.00pm   Holy Mass November List 

Thursday 28th            
Feria  

 9.30am   Holy Mass (in school) November List 

Friday 29th                    
Feria 

  11.30am  Requiem Mass  Mary Shemilt RIP 

   6.00pm Holy Mass November List 

Saturday 30th              
St Andrew  

9.15am    Holy Mass November List 

  6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday John Martin 

Sunday 1st                     
First Sunday of       
Advent 

9.00am    Holy Mass Joseph & Michael Flatley 

 11.00am   Holy Mass John & Elizabeth Adams 

4.00pm    Vespers & Benediction  

   6.30pm Holy Mass Barbara Heath 

 5.30pm   Reception into Church John Martin RIP 

Scripture is at the centre of everything the Church does. The word of God 
shapes our prayer and worship. The Bible shows us how to understand the 
world, how we are called to live and relate to each other. 

2020 is the 10th anniversary of Verbum Domini – Pope Benedict XVI’s Apostolic 
Exhortation on ‘The Word of the Lord’ and the 1,600 anniversary of St Jerome’s 
death. These dates have inspired the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and 
Wales to dedicate 2020 as a year of focus on the Bible and ‘The God Who Speaks’, 
beginning on the First Sunday of Advent. 

During the year, we will be celebrating, living and sharing God‘s word with an ex-
citing new Scripture initiative. It’s an opportunity to enrich current practice and to 
develop and explore new ways of responding to ‘The God who Speaks’. We begin 
the Year with the celebration of Vespers next Sunday at English Martyrs’. 
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Parish Priest’s Open House  
Open House is when Fr Julian is 
available to meet parishioners for any 
need on Mondays, 6.30pm to 
7.30pm at St Joseph’s Presbytery, 
Goldenhill. There will be no Open 
House on 25th November nor on 
2nd or 9th December. The next 
Open House is on Monday 16th De-
cember. If you need to see Fr Julian 
sooner, please call the parish office or 
email to make arrangements.  

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St John’s: Margaret Walker; Holy 
Souls (TW); Mary Blood 
Sanctuary lamps can be dedicated. 
Minimum donation £5. Please 
make a note of intention and pre-
ferred church. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Care Home Prayer Services 

Kidsgrove The next prayer service 
will be at Maple Tree Court, 
Gloucester Rd, on Tuesday 17th De-
cember at 10.30am.  

Biddulph The prayer service for 
our Biddulph Churches Together 
group is on Sunday 8th December at 
Tall Oaks at 3pm. 

We welcome everyone to come and join us.  

Prayer Group 
Our intercessory prayer group meets  

on Tuesday evenings, every other 
week at 8pm at English Martyrs’ in 

Biddulph. Everyone is welcome. 

Deaths 

Please pray for the repose of the soul 
of Mary Shemilt. Reception of the 
Body & Requiem Mass for the repose 
of her soul will take place at St John’s 
on Friday 29th November at 
11.30am, followed by interment at 
Tunstall cemetery. 

Also for the repose of the soul of 
John Martin. His body will be re-
ceived into St Joseph’s on Sunday 1st 
December at 5.30pm. Requiem Mass 
for the repose of his soul will be of-
fered on Monday 2nd December at 
11am, followed by interment at Tun-
stall cemetery.  

Requiescant in pace 

Heart to heart 
Come and know the 
Lord Heart to Heart 
in the Blessed Sacra-
ment and his Word!  

On Thursday evenings at 7.30pm at 
St Joseph’s, we have an hour of pray-
er, based on the Gospel, before the 

Blessed Sacrament. 
No Heart to Heart this week. Next 

one on 5th December 2019. 

alpha 
Alpha returns to its 
normal time of 9am 
on Saturday at St Jo-
seph’s. This week’s 

theme is:  
Why and how should I tell others? 
If you want to come along as a taster 
session then you are most welcome! 

St Joseph’s Catholic Academy 

Pre School & Nursery  

Our pre-school has limited paid and 
funded places available for 2 & 3 year 

olds from January and April 2020. 
Morning, afternoon and full day ses-

sions are available.  

The Nursery offers term-time paid 
and funded places for 3 & 4 year olds.  
We are taking enquiries for Septem-
ber 2020 but there are also places 
still available for this year. We also 
offer wrap around care from 7.30am 
to 6pm.  

For all enquiries please contact St 
Joseph’s Academy on 01782 235393. 

An Invitation to the Friendship 
Club  

Christmas Party and     
Buffet 

Tuesday 17th December at Kidsgrove 
Town Hall, 1pm to 4pm.  

Tickets are free for members and £5 
for non members.  

There will be carols from St Joseph’s 
Catholic Academy, entertainment 
from John James and a visit from 

Santa Claus. 

To book your ticket call the Father 
Hudson’s Young at Heart office on 

01782 269990 

Coffee Morning &        
Bring and Buy 

Come and join us at St John’s 
Kidsgrove for a fundraising event for 

our parish on 
Wednesday 27th November from 

1030am to 12noon 
Bring something to sell. We’ll have 
refreshments and a raffle and bingo 
too. You can also donate items by 
leaving them in the church porch. 

Hope to see you there! 

Kidsgrove Place of Welcome   
Are you new to the area? Or do you 
know the area well? Whoever you 
are Places of Welcome provide an 
opportunity to meet for a cuppa and 
a chat. Kidsgrove Place of Welcome 
is run by St John’s parishioners every 
Thursday between 2pm and 3.30pm. 
Come and join us and meet new 
friends from your local community. 

Come to our joint Reconciliation 
Service, for our parishes together 
with Tunstall & Burslem parishes 
Sacred Heart Church, Tunstall 
Thursday 19th December 2019 

at 6.30pm 

Partnership Parishes’ 
Carol Service 

This year, we will have our Par-
ishes’ Carol Service  

on Tuesday 17th December  
at St John’s Church Kidsgrove 

at 7pm 
Mince pies & refreshments  

A gift for each child who comes 



KEY VERSE: ‘So stay awake, because you do not know the day 
when your master is coming.’ (v. 42). 
TO KNOW: The early Christians suffered persecution and they 
longed for the immediate return of the Lord. But Jesus told his 
disciples that it was futile to speculate regarding his Second Com-
ing, for the hour of that event was known to God alone. Jesus 
warned them that his coming would be similar to Noah's day. 
Noah was a righteous man who "walked with God" (Gn 6:9). He 
listened to God's warning, and he and his family were saved from 
destruction. The sinful and lawless people had no concern about 
the future until the flood came and swept them all away. So too, 
at the time of Christ’s coming, men and women will be preoccu-
pied with their ordinary activities. The picture of the two men in 
the field and the two women grinding meal (v. 40- 41) emphasize 
the sudden separation that Christ's coming would bring. Those 
prepared for Christ's arrival would be taken into God's kingdom; 
however, those who were unready would be left behind in their 
own sinfulness. Jesus' followers must prepare themselves and be 
vigilant for his coming whenever it might occur. 
TO LOVE: Am I awake to the daily comings of the Lord in my 
life? 
TO SERVE: Lord Jesus, help me to prepare myself for your arri-
val at the end of the ages, and every day of my life. 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£401.30, Non Gift Aid £162.87, 
Total £564.17. Goldenhill Gift Aid 
£224.50, Non Gift Aid £125.65, 
Total £350.15. Kidsgrove Gift Aid 
£222.70, Non Gift Aid £173.82, 
Total £396.52. 

Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club This Week 1st Prize £20, 
No.51 B Cunningham; 2nd Prize 
£10, No.133 D Niewiadomski; 3rd 
Prize £5, No.30 N Bailey.  Monthly 
Draw 1st Prize £75, No.21 I John-
son; 2nd Prize £50, No.23 P Dodd; 
3rd Prize £25, No.162 N Cook.   

Red Mission Boxes All box hold-
ers from both Goldenhill and 
Kidsgrove are kindly asked to bring 
their boxes to Church during No-
vember for emptying and counting. 
Thanks for your continued support! 

Matthew 24:37-44 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, 
so will it be when the Son of Man comes. For in 
those days before the Flood people were eating, 
drinking, taking wives, taking husbands, right up to 
the day Noah went into the ark, and they suspected 
nothing till the Flood came and swept all away. It 
will be like this when the Son of Man comes. Then 
of two men in the fields one is taken, one left; of 
two women at the millstone grinding, one is taken, 
one left. ‘So stay awake, because you do not know 
the day when your master is coming. You may be 
quite sure of this, that if the householder had 
known at what time of the night the burglar would 
come, he would have stayed awake and would not 
have allowed anyone to break through the wall of 
his house. Therefore, you too must stand ready 
because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

DEANERY & BEYOND 

Hospital Do you know of someone 
in  hospital? The chaplaincy are not 
automatically notified. If there is an 
emergency, ask the nurses to call the 
Chaplain on call. If the need is not 
urgent, please call the chaplaincy on 
01782 676400. 

In memory of Jack Shufflebotham, Fr 
Julian is going to walk the Vía de la 
Plata and Camino Sanabrés from Se-
ville to Santiago de Compostela this 

year. The whole route is 1000km and 
he will be doing it in chunks of five 

days/120km through the year. Please 
sponsor Fr Julian in aid of Teenage 
Cancer Trust. You can do this at 

www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/frjuliancamino  
Alternatively, donate in cash and fill 

in the sponsor form in church. 

Follow Fr Julian’s progress at 
frjulianscamino.blogspot.com 

Carol Singing at the Royal Stoke 
University Hospital 

The Hospital Chaplains invite local 
congregations to come and sing carols 
around some of the hospital wards on 
Monday 16th December. Meet at the 
Spiritual, Pastoral and Religious Care 
Centre, Main Building, Lower 
Ground 2 at 5.00pm for a 6pm start. 
If you would like to take part, please 
contact our parish office by 2nd De-
cember. 

SPUC Campaign Tour 2019 You 
are invited to a meeting with the So-
ciety for the Protection of Unborn 
Children at the Sacred Heart Parish 
Centre in Hanley on Tuesday 3rd 
December, 7.30 to 9.30pm. The 
theme of the meeting is to show how 
decriminalisation of abortion does 
not help women. Everyone welcome. 

Oscott College Tours For those 
who want to see inside our Diocesan 
seminary, it is now possible to book a 
place for a visit on Wednesdays at 
1pm, starting on 5th February 2020. 
There is a £10 charge, which includes 
the tour and tea or coffee and home 
made cake. To book, call Rachael 
Ray on 0121 321 5032 or email   
enquiries@oscott.org 

Deanery Reconciliation Services 

In addition to the Reconciliation Service 
at Tunstall, these are the other services 
around the Deanery: 
Mon 16th Dec 7pm. Holy Trinity, 
Newcastle; Tue 17th Dec. 7pm. St 
Giles, Cheadle; Tue 17th Dec 7.15pm 
St Werburghs, Clayton; Wed 
18th Dec. 6.30pm St Wulstan’s, 
Wolstanton; Fri 20th Dec 7pm. St 
Teresa’s, Trent Vale; Mon 23rd Dec 
6pm. Our Lady’s Stoke; Mon 
23rd Dec. 7pm.  St. Augustine’s, Me-
ir; Mon 23rd Dec. 7pm. Sacred 
Heart, Hanley 
Other confession times are available. It is 
good to seek reconciliation with the Lord! 


